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Case Study of Nursing Support Tool under
Ecosystems Project

Taeko Morishita

School of Human Nursing, The University of Shiga Prefecture

The term “"ecosystems project”
started appearing in the field of social work in
the mid-1980s. The ecosystems project is a mid-

dle-range concept based on system theory and -

ecological viewpoints. In an attempt to pursue
integration of this middle-range concept into
practical activities, researchers in the field of so-
cial work have been working on the development
of a support tool.

Nurses perform various practical activities on a
daily basis,
problems and family support, and these include
the environment and ecology surrounding
patients. no concepts based on the
ecosystems concept or its support tools have ap-
peared in the field of nursing. Therefore, a
nursing conceptual framework including the eco-
systems project was constructed, and a nursing
support tool was created for embodiment of this
framework. A case utilizing the nursing support

such as support for solving health

However,

tool was then examined.

(1) To construct nursing conceptual
framework including the ecosystems project.
(2) To create nursing support tool for applica-
tion in the field of nursing. (3) To examine a
case using the nursing support tool.

By obtaining suggestions from the eco-
systems project acquired in a literature search, a
conceptual framework for nursing was construct-
ed. A hierarchy consisting of the concepts was
sorted, and a nursing support tool was created
based on previous studies. Responses to the 128
items obtained from a case study were input as
primary and secondary data into the nursing

support tool, and a simulative comparison was

Results

conducted.

A nursing conceptual framework was
constructed, and a nursing support tool was
created. After using the support tool, the follow-
ing observations were made: (1) in the primary
input at the time of discharge from hospital, val-
ues in the items regarding social support for
users and diseases were low; and (2 ) support
was provided by a support team based on the in-
formation from the primary input, and this re-
sulted in improvement and changes in the living
situations of users, which were clearly seen in
the secondary input conducted 6 months later.

Conclusion (1) In the present study, issues in

the lives of users were clarified using the support
tool. (2) Supporters were able to achieve fur-
ther understanding of user situations,
complish the team function for support by
utilizing the support tool. This is the way to
identify humans and the environment, which al-
common

and ac-

lows integration with specialists in
fields. Thus, conceptual thinking of the underly-
ing ecosystems project is important.

The present study utilized a nursing support
tool for integration of the middle-range ecosys-
tem concept into practical activities in the field of
nursing. The case in the present study confirmed
the effectiveness of the nursing support tool. In
the future, it will be necessary to conduct inves-
tigations into various cases in order to verify the
utilization techniques of the nursing support tool

and its effectiveness.

Key Words FEcosystems project , system theory

and nursing theory, nursing support tool



