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12 & % &, "Roth's account of a celebrity-turned-
politician winning the presidency on a platform
of fearmongering and “othering” proved more
prophetic than he could have predicted” (n.pag.)
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“Roth makes young Philip's experiences into
a dazzling tragicomedy. The gravity of the
Jews' experiences and the realization that such
mistreatment could happen to Jews or other
minorities in this land of the free and home of the
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Fear presides over these memories, a perpetual fear.
Of course no childhood is without its terrors, yet I
wonder if I would have been a less frightened boy
if Lindbergh hadn't been president or if I hadn't
been the offspring of Jews. (Roth, The Plot Against
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7/ 4EIE, "My first thought on learning the news
was that I no longer had to be fearful of hearing a
coughing fit emanating from the dying man in the
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“Can't Seldon and his mother go instead of us?”
I asked. “Who is Seldon?” “The boy downstairs
whose father died. His mother works for the
Metropolitan now. How come we have to go and
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Once having gathered together everything of his I
needed, I couldn't have said what I planned to do
next. He and I were about the same size, and on the
afternoon when I dared to secrete myself in the bin
and change out of my clothes and into Seldon's, all
I did was to stand there and whisper, “Hello. My
name is Seldon Wishnow,” and feel like a freak,
and not just because Seldon had become such a
freak to me and I was being him but because it was
clear from all my transgressive sneaking around
Newark—and culminating in this costume party
in the dark cellar—that I had become a far bigger
freak myself. A freak with a trousseau. (P44 222;
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emphasis added)

The left trouser leg dropped straight down from the
knee, a sight generally familiar to adults but one that
startled me, even though I already knew of a man
with no legs at all, a man who began at the hips and
was himself no more than a stump. I had seen him
before, begging on the sidewalk outside my father's
downtown office, but overwhelmed as I was by the
colossal freakishness, I'd never had to think much
about it since there was never any danger of his
coming to live in our house. (P44 127-28; emphasis
added)
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“The boy himself was the stump, and until he was
taken to live with his mother's married sister in
Brooklyn ten months later, I was the prosthesis”
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Not that I'd identify myself as Jewish once I reached
Omaha. I'd say—speaking aloud at long last—that I
didn't know what I was or who. That I was nothing
and nobody—just a boy and nothing more, and
hardly the person responsible for the death of Mrs.
Wishnow and the orphaning of her son. (P44 349;
emphasis added)

“I didn't mean for them to move,” I whispered. “That
was a mistake. I'm not who's really responsible. 1
didn't mean to make Seldon the target.” (P44 350;
emphasis added)
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